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Literary terms and Concepts for

Night by Elie Wiesel

1.  Characterization



consist of all the techniques a 








writer uses to create and develop








characters


 *Physical




character’s appearance

 * Social




character’s behavior and attitude







toward other characters

  *Psychological



Character’s inner thoughts and 








feelings 

a.  Direct Characterization



the author directly states facts 








About a character’s personality
Ex:  Rita was small and fragile looking, 

But she had immense courage and independence.

b.  Indirect Characterization



the author reveals a character’s 








personality through the character’s 








words, thoughts, actions, and 








through what other characters say








and think about the character.

Ex:  I. “I’m afraid but I’ll do it anyway!” said Rita

        II. As the cold water of the lake wrapped around


 her legs, Rita trembled at the memory of last


summer’s accident.

      III. with determined effort, Rita managed to get the 


rowboat into the lake and clamber aboard.

       IV. Polly watched from the shore, knowing it was 


impossible to stop Rita once she had decided to do

           something.  “She’s so stubborn!”  Polly thought.
c. Static Character




a character who does not significantly 








Change throughout the story

Ex:  the Narrator in The Tell-Tale Heart

is static he believes he is sane throughout 

the story.
d. Dynamic Character




A character who displays an essential








change in his or her inner personality,








beliefs, values, or attitude

Ex:  Moshe the Beadle begins the 

story as a happy person filled with 

faith. After he escapes from the Nazi’s, he no longer has any joy nor does he talk of God.
3. Conflict





the struggle between opposing 







forces that is the basis of the 








story; clash of actions, ideas, 








desires, or values.
CONFLICT= PROTAGONIST VS. ANTAGONIST


a.  external conflict



Character struggles between another








character or some outside force.

Ex: The three little pigs are in conflict with
the big bad wolf.

b.  Internal conflict



the main character struggles with








opposing ideas or feelings within his/








her own mind.

Ex: The narrator in The Tell-Tale Heart is 
Also in conflict with himself he liked the old man

And can’t kill him just to kill him.
4. Irony





A contrast between what is expected







And what actually happens.


a.  Verbal irony



When a character says or believes 








Something that the audience knows is








Not true.  A character may or may not 








Be aware that their statement is ironic.

Ex: “…Hitler want be able to do any harm to 
us even if he wants to”


b. Dramatic Irony 



When a scene or action occurs that implies








a meaning.  Not the expected outcome.
Ex: Meir Katz a big strong man loses his will to 
live while others who were smaller and physically 

weaker lived on.  

5. Symbolism




Using a person, place, object or action to 








Stand for something else.

Ex:  A flag may symbolize a nation or freedom
6. Propaganda



an expression of opinion or action by individuals or groups,







deliberately designed to influence opinions or actions of 







other individuals or groups with a predetermined end.


a.  Name calling


a device to make up form a judgment without examining 
the evidence.  Here the propagandist appeals to our hate and fear.  Achieved by associating a group or individual with a name that carries a negative meaning.  (dictator, agitator)


b.  Glittering Generalities

a device where the propagandist associates an individual or 







group with “virtue” words which appeals to our sense of
love, generosity, and brotherhood.  They use words like truth, freedom, honor, liberty, social justice, public service, loyalty, democracy, the American way.
7. Figurative Language


Language that is not to be taken literally 







(face value) but has a deeper more complex







meaning that must be “figured” out.  It has 







a meaning beyond the mere definition of its







words.


a.  Metaphor



an implied comparison between two unlike 







objects or things where one object becomes







the other.  Does not use “like” or “as.”

Ex:
The sea is a hungry dog. ; She is a skinny  


toothpick. 


b.  Simile



A comparison between two unlike objects or 







things where on object is said to be like 







another.  The words “like” or “as” are used







to connect the objects.

Ex: The sea is as hungry as a dog. ; She is as 

      skinny as a toothpick.
